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The Royal Theater was 

built by Mr. O.C. Lam, a 

local whose brother, 

C.O. Lam was Troup 

County school 

superintendent.

The Architectural firm 

was Tucker and Howell 

of Atlanta and was 

designed in the Art 

Deco Style of 

Architecture.  
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ART DECO STYLE –

An anti-traditional style 

movement which began 

in Paris in 1925.  It 

represented a modern, 

sleek elegance.  It has 

simple, clean lines.

Decorative influences 

included American Indian, 

Egyptian, and nature.  

Accents and motifs 

included human figures, 

animals, foliage, 

geormetries, and sun 

rays in conventionalized 

forms.
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Photos of the Royal Theater 

lobby -
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JUST THE FACTS….

• 7,218 Square Feet – First Floor

• 2,800 Square Feet – Balcony

• Load-Bearing Masonry walls w/poured concrete footings

• Clear-span steel trusses support wood-framed sloping roof 

• Two steel columns and a network of steel beams hold the marquee

• Roofing is sheet membrane

• Masonry walls are capped with decorative terra cotta

• Front façade was masonry stucco, cast stone, and cast iron ornament

• Heated with two coal-burning furnaces

• Cooling was through a ducted air washer

• Stage design allows for live theater or movies.  Green rooms below stage

• Main Auditorium seating capacity – 616  Balcony 156 plus 123 (upper) = 895

• Auditorium floor was not sloped but is a catenary curve –maximizing view

• Finishes were celotex, plaster, carpet and tile.
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MOMENTS IN HISTORY….

• Constructed in 1937

• Remained a Movie Theater until 1980

• City Hall occupied the building in 1984

• Interior remodeling performed to accommodate City 

functions

• Limited exterior restoration performed in 2000 and 

2001

• The Royal Theater merits a singular listing in the 

National Register of Historic Places.

• Marquee re-built in 2003
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Orchestra Plan of the Royal Theater -
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Balcony Plan of the Royal Theater
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Longitudinal Section of the Royal Theater
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Front Elevation of the Royal 

Theater

Royal Theater Façade –

Strong Geometries

Ziggurat stepping to spire

Winged ornamentation

Detailed cast stone

Layering or façade

Designed to inspire; to 

invoke a sense of other 

worldliness.
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CURRENT CONDITIONS – BUILDING EXTERIOR

WATER INFILTRATION –

Stucco has areas of cracking

Roof coping penetrations

Roofing material needs replacing

Brick walls need re-pointing and sealing

Downspout issue

Chimney cap







CURRENT CONDITIONS –

Exterior Windows and Doors



CURRENT CONDITIONS – BUILDING INTERIOR

Issues:

Water damage

Code Compliance

Accessibility

Systems Efficiency

Floor Plan issues

Future Expansion
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CURRENT CONDITIONS – BUILDING INTERIOR
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Current Plan of the Royal Theater
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• BASEMENT/FOUNDATION PLAN





INTERNATIONAL 
BUILDING CODE





GEORGIA ACCESSIBILITY 
CODE









BUILDING ENVELOPE
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ROYAL THEATER –
RESTORATION PHASING
• PHASE 1 – Immediate Work

• Roof Replacement

• PHASE 2 -

• Stabilization of Building Envelope

• PHASE 3

• Hazardous Materials Testing and Removal

• Selective Demolition of non-historic elements

• PHASE 4 –

• Structural Stabilization

• PHASE 5 –

• Restoration

• Sympathetic integration of Building Systems

• Interior Finishes

• Equipment

• Closeout
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